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a letter from charlie
There is no denying the work we do at The LLF is challenging. Our 
clinical and social work teams work long hours to ensure the best donor 
and family care. Our administrative teams keep everything running 
smoothly. Our hospital and community outreach teams do everything 
they can to make sure that medical professionals and the general public 
are educated about the organ, eye, and tissue donation process. But the 
work of our day-to-day jobs is much more than that; it’s a gift. We are 
fortunate to have a chosen a career that allows us to make a difference  
in so many lives, many of which we may never even know. Whether it’s  
a 24-hour shift or a long eight-hour day at the office, our teams go to  
sleep knowing that what we do is in support of gifts of life, healing, and 
hope. This seems to capture the spirit of the holiday season in a way  
that nothing else can.

While we may not always get to see the impact of those gifts, we know 
that donation is truly the gift that keeps on giving. A transplant is not  
just a new beginning, it’s a second chance at life. It is also many times an 
act that supports the grief of a donor family, knowing that something 
positive has come of an untimely loss.

In this issue of Connections, we are taking a closer look at the lasting 
impact of the gift of donation. Whether it makes way for new life altogether 
(like it did for recipient Jaime Miller) or inspires a whole community to 
practice kindness and generosity (like it did for donor TJ Beatty’s family 
and friends), donation is a gift that impacts the recipient, the donor, their 
families, their communities, and the world. Read more in our feature 
story, “The Gift That Keeps Giving.” Our hospital focus shines a spotlight 
on a practice that is becoming more and more popular; honor walks. And 
be sure to also check out the infographic on page 12 which literally shows 
the impact of our Maryland cornea donors’ gifts all over the world!

As always, we recap some of our biggest recent events, including the 
record-breaking 10th Annual Donate Life Family Fun Run. We also share 
stories from some of our most inspiring young supporters and information 
about new resources that will enable transplant recipients to more 
effectively and comfortably reach out to their donor families and become 
donation ambassadors.

Our team feels incredibly grateful for the opportunity to not only be 
stewards of the gift of organ, eye, and tissue donation, but also to work 
with such dedicated and passionate individuals like our supporters, 
volunteers, healthcare professionals, MVA staff, and community partners. 
Thank you.
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Donate Life Month
APRIL 2019 

During National Donate Life Month, 
organ procurement organizations, 
tissue banks, the Motor Vehicle 
Administration (MVA), hospitals, 
volunteers, and workplace partners 
come together to raise awareness for 
organ, eye, and tissue donation. All 
over the country, this month features 
activities such as flag raisings, 
National Blue and Green Day (April 
12th!), and Donate Life community 
education tables. At The LLF, we ask 
our supporters to engage in Donate 
Life Month through our #In1Word 
campaign. This social media campaign 
asks people to share their personal 
reason why they are a registered 
organ, eye, and tissue donor. This 

April, take action, start a conversation 
and share your support for organ,  
eye, and tissue donation. Want to 
participate? Use the #In1Word 
template on the back of this issue!

National Minority Donor 
Awareness Week
AUGUST 1–7

The first week of August is celebrated 
as National Minority Donor Awareness 
Week. This nationwide observance 
honors the generosity of multicultural 
donors and their families, while also 
underscoring the critical need for 
people from diverse communities to 
register their decision to save and heal 
lives as organ, eye, and tissue donors.

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH  
EVERYTHING LLF BY FOLLOWING 
US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

facebook	 The Living Legacy Foundation  
of Maryland

twitter	 @TheLLF

	 @TheLLF

youtube	 LivingLegacyMD

mark your calendar
The Living Legacy Foundation hosts and participates in several annual events to raise awareness for donation  

throughout the year. Is there a donation or health related event in your community where you would like to see us?  
Please let us know by emailing communications@thellf.org. 

Celebrate Generosity 
Throughout the Year!
Honor organ, eye, and  
tissue donors and  
spread a message  
of hope all year.

National  
Healthcare 

Decisions Day

APRIL 16

Donate Life  
ECHO

JULY 14-27

National 
Donor Day

FEBRUARY 14

National  
Eye Donor 
Month &  

National Kidney 
Month
MARCH

11th Annual  
Fun Run  

Registration  
Opens

APRIL 1

3rd Annual  
Volunteer  

Collaborative
MARCH 23
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Shani Kamberi
Shani Kamberi recognized a need  
for organ, eye, and tissue donation 
education in high schools and worked 
closely with The LLF and Donate Life 
Maryland to craft a bill that would 
require every county in Maryland  
to provide this vital information to 
students. She was inspired by her  
high school English teacher who 
received a heart transplant. The  
bill will be resubmitted in the 2019 
legislative session. During the session, 
Shani, along with representatives 
from The LLF and Donate Life 
Maryland, will be meeting with 
legislators to foster support for the 
bill. Want to support their efforts  
in the Maryland legislature? Reach  
out to your representatives!

Amanda Wright
Amanda Wright has become a fierce 
supporter of donation, but not by 
choice. When Amanda’s little brother, 
Patrick Murphy, passed away and 
became an organ donor at the age of  
16 in the Summer of 2018, she was 
devastated. However, fueled by her 
love for her brother and inspired  
by his legacy of kindness, Amanda 
dedicated herself to honoring Patrick 
at the Donate Life Family Fun Run.  
In just a few short months, she  
organized a team of over 100 members 
and raised over $11,000 to benefit  
The LLF. She continues to be an 
advocate for donation and tells her 
family’s story at every opportunity. 

Scholarship winners Kaitlyn Wassel and Jayden 
Stevens volunteering at a University of Maryland 
Medical Center education table.

The 2018 Infinite Hope 
Scholarship Winners
In 2018, we introduced our Infinite 
Hope Scholarship for graduating high 
school seniors (learn more about the 
scholarship on page 4). We awarded  
four winners, all of whom wrote 
compelling essays about why organ, 
eye, and tissue donation is so important. 
In addition, the four students also 
volunteered at information tables 
throughout the state. We can’t wait 
to award our next scholarships to the 
Class of 2019! The 2018 scholarship 
winners were Tyree Williams-Jackson, 
Kaitlyn Wassel, Brandon D. Gouin, 
and Jayden Stevens.

The Next 
Generation

Over	the	past	year,	we	have	been	incredibly	impressed	by	the	efforts	of	young	people	in	our		

community	who	are	going	above	and	beyond	to	raise	awareness	for	organ,	eye,	and	tissue	donation.	
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Help Us Reach the Next Generation of Donor Heroes!

Did you know that we offer free organ, 
eye, and tissue donation education 
programs to schools in Maryland? 
Hosting an outreach and education 
event at your school can be a great  
way to share the importance and facts 
about donation and transplantation. 
These events help empower and 
educate young people across the  
state to give the gift of life. We can 
tailor our programming to fit your 
school’s needs:

 Presentations for any size group, 
from a small classroom to a  
large assembly.

 Donation education tables  
during lunch, health fair, or  
other school event.

 Donor family or recipient speakers 
who can share their first-hand 
experience about why donation  
is so important.

Interested? If you are involved  
with a Maryland school as a student, 
parent, administrator, or teacher,  
we encourage you to reach out  
to us at educators@thellf.org or  
410-242-7000 for more information.

We are also a partner of SODA, 
Student Organ Donation Advocates, 
an organization that aims to bring 
donation education to school cam-
puses. If you or someone you know  
is interested in starting a chapter  
of SODA at your school, please visit 
www.sodanational.org to learn more.

Infinite Hope  
Scholarship Program
We are proud to once again offer a 
$1,000 scholarship award to four high 
school seniors in our service area! 
Students are encouraged to submit  
a project that educates those around 
them about organ, eye, and tissue 
donation. Check out www.thellf.org/
scholarship for all the details.

Application Due: April 12, 2019 
Winners Announced: May 3, 2019

Shoutout to some of our Maryland 
schools with successful donation 
outreach and education programs: 

The Catholic High School  
of Baltimore

Eastern Technical High School

Salisbury University

Allegany High School

Mountain Ridge High School

Vivien T. Thomas  
Medical Arts Academy

Anne Arundel  
Community College

Owings Mills High School

Dr. James A. Forrest Career  
and Technology Center

Stevenson University

Carroll County Career  
and Technology Center

Baltimore City  
Community College

..and many more!

Email us at educators@thellf.org 
to get your school added to the list. 

 
Donate Life Ambassador Sierr’a Dixon at the  
Paul Laurence Dunbar High School Health Expo.

The Living Legacy Foundation team members 
address students at Overlea High School Health 
Science Magnet program.

Donate Life Ambassador Mike Butler talks to 
students about organ, eye, and tissue donation.
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F o s t e r i n g  C o n n e c t i o n s  
f o r  R e c i p i e n t s  a n d  D o n o r  F a m i l i e s

The Living Legacy Foundation has the 
incredible honor of supporting donor 
families through their journey after 
their loved one has given the ultimate 
gift of life, healing, and hope. Donation 
can often be a meaningful experience 
for people dealing with grief, as it can 
offer not only a second chance to the 
recipient(s), but also to the donor, who 
continues to live on in another.

While the grief of losing a loved one is 
naturally felt by the donor family, we 
have also seen that it is not uncommon 
for transplant recipients to also feel a 
sense of grief or survivor’s guilt when 
they receive a life-changing gift. They 
recognize that on the other side of 
their new hope is a devastated family. 

Recipients often ask us for advice on 
the best time and method to reach  
out to their donor family, wondering 
how they can possibly find the words 
to express the their gratitude. 

Introducing the  
Recipient Writing Packet

One of the ways we strive to be able  
to support both recipients and donor 
families in their grieving process is  
by offering materials that will provide 
an easier and more comfortable corre-
spondence process. By developing  
an instructional writing packet 
specifically for transplant recipients, 
we hope more recipients will feel 

empowered and inspired to reach out 
to the families of their donors when 
and if they are ready.

These packets will be provided to  
the transplant hospitals in our donor 
service area (The Johns Hopkins 
Hospital and University of Maryland 
Medical Center) and will contain 
everything the recipient needs to 
write a letter to their donor family. 
The packets will also offer helpful tips 
about how much or how little to share 
to maintain their privacy, as well as a 
Donate Life bracelet so they can always 
wear their gratitude on their sleeve. 

How Does  the  Donor  Family /Rec ip ient  

Correspondence  Process  Work?

Either the donor family or recipient writes a letter to the other. 

The letter is mailed to The LLF, along with information about either the donor  
(if a donor family) or the transplant (if a recipient).

The LLF reaches out to the other party to make sure they are ready to receive the letter. Sometimes this means working  
with another organ procurement organization, as organs, eyes, and tissues for transplant may travel across the country. 

If the other party is ready, the letter is mailed. If not, The LLF will hold the letter until a time when they are ready to receive it.

It is completely up to the other party to write back if they wish. Remember to try not to take the absence of a response 
personally – there are such a complex range of emotions attached to the donation/transplantation process that 
sometimes it takes some people a bit more time to feel comfortable reaching out. 

W r i t i n g  t o  y o u r 
D o n o r  F a m i l y

If you are reading this now, your life has probably been saved or enhanced by the 
amazing gift of donation from someone you’ve never met. You no doubt are aware 
that sadness and loss have accompanied the gift of donation you received. And so 
you, like many recipients, may be confused about what to say or do. You may want 
to express your gratitude, but feel afraid that you will intrude or add to the donor 
family’s grief. This guide is meant to address your concerns and provide you with 
instructions for corresponding with your donor family.

Experience shows that donor families want to know their gift has been received 
and that it has made a diff erence in someone’s life. A thank you card or letter from 
their recipient can often help them to bear the sorrow of their loss. A card or 
letter is not generally thought of as an intrusion as long as you communicate in 
a sensitive way.

We also recognize that not all recipients feel able to express their thoughts to 
their donor family. They may choose not to write. This does not mean they are 
less thankful. These recipients have expressed to us that they live each day 
quietly remembering the generosity of their donor families. Occasionally those 
same recipients decide to express their gratitude in a card or letter at a later time.

The Living Legacy Foundation and your transplant social worker/coordinator 
will facilitate correspondence with your donor family. At The Living Legacy 
Foundation, it is our belief that donor families and recipients have the right 
to engage in mutually acceptable forms of communication, as they desire, 
with respect to confi dentiality. There is no right or wrong way to approach this 
communication, and there is no timeline for your decision. General guidelines 
are included on the other side.

{  Thank yous help bear the sorrow of their loss  }

Dear Donor Family,

Hello, my name is _____________ (fi rst name only). I have 
tried many times to write a letter to you, but never felt that 
I could fi nd the right words. I am the grateful recipient of 
your love one’s _____________  (organ).

Whenever I think about my 
transplant, I remember that you 
experienced a signifi cant loss. 
For that I am very, very sorry.

I am married and have ___ children …

I am single and have a dog …

I am in the ___ grade and …

The reason I needed a 
transplant was …

Prior to my transplant I wasn’t able 
to participate in …

Now I am able to enjoy …

I think about my donor every day …
I pray for my donor and your family …
Every time I’m able to walk around 
the block …

Sign your fi rst name only.

S a m p l e  L e t t e r

Here is a sample letter with ideas to help you begin writing. This is intended 
as a resource, and you should not feel that you have to follow the suggestions 
given. You may choose to write when you feel ready. There is no specifi c waiting 
period you need to follow.

The Living Legacy Foundation • 410-242-7000 • familyservices@thellf.org

Off er your condolences for the family’s 
loss. Consider expressing gratitude 
that they chose to donate during a 
diffi  cult time.

Tell the donor family a little bit about 
yourself, your family, and what kinds 
of things you enjoy doing.

A brief explanation is preferred.

Tell the family how you felt prior to 
transplant and how you are doing now. 
Is there something you’re able to do now 
that you were not able to do in the recent 
past? How does your family feel now 
that you’ve received the transplant?

End the letter with a sentence or two 
about how you feel about your donor.
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It’s hard to believe, but this year marked our tenth annual Donate 
Life Family Fun Run! On the sunny morning of September 22nd, 
runners, walkers, and families gathered at the Camden Yards 
Sports Complex in Baltimore for this annual 5K run, 5K walk, 
and 1K walk event. Donor families, transplant recipients, living 
donors, and supporters from all walks of life laced up their 
sneakers to show their support for organ, eye, and tissue donation 
and transplantation. Runners and walkers who couldn’t join us 
in person participated “virtually” by hitting the pavement in  
various locations around the world.  

This year marked two big records for us: a record number of 
participants (3,356) and a record fundraising total ($206,880). 
We had three very special speakers, Amanda Wright, Donna 
Pierce, and Woodly Thelusma, who all spoke beautifully about 
their connections to donation and transplantation. After the 
race, participants enjoyed music, face painting, a photo booth, 
games, and food trucks. The traditions of T-Shirt Row and  
Why We Walk installations continued, where donor families 
and transplant recipients honored donors and celebrated their 
gifts of life, healing, and hope. 

Want to join us in 2019? Mark your calendar for April 1st to sign 
up for our eleventh anniversary race at www.donatelifefunrun.org.

TOP FUNDRAISERS
Jessica Lin-Powers: $5,660
Christa Gahagan: $3,065
Michele Gregory-Maren: 

$3,000

TOP TEAM  
FUNDRAISERS
Mary’s Two Timers: $11,840
Kindness: $11,625
Party of the Snake 2018: 

$9,103

LARGEST TEAMS
The F.O.G. (Friends of Gene):  

106 members 
Kindness: 104 members 
It Ain’t Easy Bein’ Wheezy:  

66 members 
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It was a chilly afternoon on November 
10, 2018, when donor families, recipients 
and community members gathered  
at the Gillis Memorial Christian 
Community Church in Park Heights, 
Baltimore. Inside the church was 
anything but chilly, as the eighth 
annual Donate Life Gospel Fest was  
in full swing. The free event, hosted  
by The LLF and held annually during 
National Donor Sabbath, celebrates 
the lives of organ, eye, and tissue 
donors and their families through 
music and community. 

The National Door Sabbath is a three-
day observance where faith leaders, 
donor families, transplant recipients, 
and donation and transplantation 
supporters participate in services  
to educate the public about donation. 
This year’s Gospel Fest was attended 

by over 160 people who rejoiced in 
music, honored the lives of generous 
donors and donors in spirit, and 
celebrated the positive impact of 
donation and transplantation in  
our community. 

This year, the event was hosted  
by Palmer Williams, Jr., an actor, 
musician, and entrepreneur, most 
well-known for his roles in Tyler 
Perry’s House of Payne and Love Thy 
Neighbor. The event included stellar 
performances from local artists  
like Manuel Ringgold, Russ Shanks, 
Naomi B., and the Empowerment 
Academy Youth Choir. 

In addition to music, attendees heard 
testimonies from community members 
who have been affected by donation 
and transplantation. Donor family 
member, transplant recipient, and 
Donate Life Ambassador Danette Ragin 
shared the stories of her nephews who 
helped heal many lives through tissue 
donation. Transplant recipient and 
Donate Life Ambassador Ciera Stanley 
shared the impact of receiving a heart 
transplant. Waitlist candidate Sheila 
Daniels spoke honestly about what  
it’s like to wait for a heart transplant.

Attendees heard stellar performances by the 
Empowerment Academy Youth Choir (above), 
Manuel Ringgold, Russ Shanks, and  
Naomi B. (left).

 
Want to 

attend Gospel Fest 
next year? Follow The 

Living Legacy Foundation 
on Facebook, Twitter, and 

Instagram for updates 
on this event  

and more! 

Gospel Fest

Recipient and donor family member Danette Ragin 
enjoying the performances.

This year’s Gospel Fest was hosted by actor Palmer 
Williams, Jr. 
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connections

The LLF’s Community 
Recognition and 
Engagement Event
On October 25, 2018, The LLF hosted 
our Community Recognition and 
Engagement Event. This biennial 
event recognizes community partners 
who go above and beyond in their 
support of organ, eye, and tissue 
donation. The event was held at the 
Frederick Douglass – Isaac Myers 
Maritime Park Museum and celebrated 
community leaders from Baltimore 
City Council, the Office of Faith Based 
and Community Partnerships, Johns 
Hopkins School of Public Health, The 
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, 
Evans Funeral Home, Baltimore Gas 
and Electric, The Cystic Fibrosis 

Foundation, The National Kidney 
Foundation, Donate Life Maryland, 
and LifeBridge Health.  Members  
of The LLF’s Board of Directors, 
media supporters from RadioOne  
and WMAR-Baltimore, members  
of the Student National Pharmacy 
Association at Notre Dame of  
Maryland, and volunteers who  
have given over 25 hours of service 
this year were also in attendance. 

The evening featured two special 
speakers; transplant recipient and 
donor family member Danette Ragin 
and donor sister Amanda Wright.  
Both women shared their connections 
to donation and transplantation and 
reminded attendees why our mission 
of saving lives and honoring donors  
is so important. 

At the end of the event, attendees 
experienced quite a surprise as Donate 
Life Ambassador and transplant 
recipient Daronta Briggs proposed  
to his girlfriend, Sheri Haynes! She 
said “yes,” of course! 

Thank you to our community partners, 
volunteers, and supporters who  
play such a big role in the success  
of our organization. We couldn’t do  
it without you! 
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The LLF’s Funeral Home Liaison Kendra Harris 
with some of our funeral home partners.

The night ended on an exciting note when one of our 
most active volunteers, Daronta Briggs, proposed  

to his girlfriend, Sheri Haynes.

Volunteers Mike Butler and Danette Ragin

(Left) Attendees were connected to the purpose of 
the event through testimonials from Danette Ragin 
and Amanda Wright.

This past October, The LLF co-hosted, with the 7th District of 
Baltimore City, a “Pastor’s Roundtable” event at our Baltimore office. 
The Pastor’s Roundtable was started in 2007 by Anthony Pressley, 
the current executive director of the Druid Heights Community 
Development Corporation. The event began in an effort to allow 
information-sharing between leaders of faith-based organizations  
as a way to create partnerships for initiatives or events. 

For the meeting, The Druid Heights team provided resources for the 
ministries such as information about grants, insurance, business, 
and health initiatives. Additionally, The LLF’s Community Outreach 
team had the opportunity to share the importance of organ, eye,  
and tissue donation and some of the issues we face in parts of the  
7th District, such as low donor designation rates. 

As we look forward to this next year, we hope that similar collaborations 
will increase meaningful partnerships and open dialogue within the 
faith based community, hospital clergy, and local city leaders within 
Baltimore City.

THE 
PASTOR’S  
ROUNDTABLE
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the 
decision

project
In the fall of 2016, The LLF  
developed The Decision Project,  
a taskforce created to empower 
Maryland residents to make an 
educated and inspired decision 
about organ, eye, and tissue donation 
and then share that decision with 
their family. With a targeted focus 
on zip codes in Maryland with low 
designation rates, this campaign 
takes a grassroots approach and 
works directly with community  
and neighborhood organizations  
to educate about the need for organ 
donors, especially in the African- 

American community. The campaign 
also strives to improve public trust 
of the donation process through 
education and dispelling the many 
myths and misconceptions.

What Have We  
Been Up To?
Who We’re Working With:

 Leon Pinkett, Councilman for 
Baltimore City’s 7th District

 Willie Flowers, Executive  
Director of the Park Heights 
Health Alliance

 Macey Henderson, The Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health

 Pastor Terrye Moore from  
Northwest Faith-Based  
Community Partnership

 Reverend Domanic A. Smith, 
Pastoral Outreach Coordinator  
at Sinai Hospital 

 and many other community 
partners! 

What We’ve Been Doing:
 Partnering with The Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health 
to host focus groups in the 21215 
and 21216 communities. These 
focus groups allow us the oppor-
tunity to learn about the way that 
donation and transplantation are 

viewed in the community. By 
dis  cussing perspectives, experi-
ences, and fears, we are able to 
develop better communication, 
outreach, and education plans to 
address these needs and concerns.

 Sponsoring a variety of important 
community events, including the 
first “Summers in the 7th” Block 
Party in Sandtown, Baltimore. 

 Supporting the community 
through focused volunteer efforts, 
including Food Not Bombs and 
Penn North Kids Safe Zone. 

What’s Our  
Ultimate Goal?
Our goal with The Decision Project 
is to put a spotlight on the impor-
tance of improving trust, outreach, 
com munication, and education about 
donation within low-designation-rate 
areas of Maryland, especially within 
African-American communities. 
Registering as an organ, eye, and 
tissue donor is an important and 
personal decision. Our goal is not to 
register everyone, but rather make 
sure that everyone feels educated 
and empowered to make the decision 
that is right for them and their family.

Want to learn more about  
The Decision Project? Check out 
www.thedecisionproject.org. 

     community update

The Summers in the 7th Block Party in 
Sandtown this past July drew close to 300 
residents, along with 25 vendors and even 
Mayor Catherine Pugh! The day included 
health screenings, career assistance, Zumba, 
food, and kids activities. Each child attendee 
went home with a Donate Life backpack and 
school supplies to kick off the school year. 
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To honor the generosity of organ 
donors, many hospitals across  
Maryland have instituted a practice  
by which their staff stop and reflect 
upon the ultimate gift to others. 
Named the Honor Walk, this action  
is typically done as the donor leaves 
the intensive care unit to travel to  
the operating room, with the medical, 
nursing, respiratory staff, and other 
members of the hospital’s care team 
lining the hallways along the route. 
Having a few quiet moments to recog-
nize the beauty and magnitude of this 
final act of kindness and generosity  
is meaningful for both hospital staff 
and families alike. Many families feel 
supported and deeply moved by this 
simple but powerful display of respect 
and honor. Based on the practice of 
Honor Guards, the Honor Walks evoke 
many feelings: pride, sadness, joy,  
loss, and reverence, to name a few.  
The specific meaning of an Honor 
Guard varies in military and law 
enforcement circles, with the intent to 
pay tribute to heroes lost. As an organ 
donor represents a hero to the family 
of the donor and waiting recipients, 
the Honor Walk was implemented  
by a local hospital partner and other 
hospitals in our area have followed. 
This practice can be found in hospitals 
across the country as a hero’s last gift 
is acknowledged.

Honor Walks
hospital focus

Hospital staff at the University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center line the halls to honor  
a patient who became an organ donor.

Our local Maryland hospital participants include: 

 The Johns Hopkins Hospital

 Johns Hopkins Bayview  
Medical Center

 Northwest Hospital Center

 Sinai Hospital of Baltimore

 University of Maryland Baltimore 
Washington Medical Center

 University of Maryland  
Harford Memorial Hospital

 University of Maryland  
Shore Health at Easton

 University of Maryland  
St. Joseph Medical Center

 University of Maryland Upper 
Chesapeake Medical Center

Programs are in development at several other Maryland hospitals.
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GIFTS TO THE WORLD: THE IMPACT OF MARYLAND EYE DONORS 

  COUNTRIES / STATES IN WHICH CORNEAS WERE TRANSPLANTED

The generosity of Maryland eye donors is not just felt locally, but across the globe. 
Check out these maps to see where our local donors have made an impact for recipients by restoring vision, reducing 
pain, and improving the appearance of unhealthy cornea.

Corneal transplants restore  
sight to those suffering from 

vision loss mainly due to  
corneal blindness commonly 

caused by trauma, keratoconus, 
Fuch’s Dys trophy, corneal 

degeneration, or other corneal 
injuries or infections.

A corneal transplant is a  
surgical procedure that  

replaces part of a person’s  
cornea with corneal tissue  

from a donor. 

Cornea donation is necessary  
for the preservation and  

restoration of sight. 

One cornea donor can restore 
sight to two people.

CORNEA DONATION & TRANSPL ANTATION 101
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(WASH. DC)
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PAL.

(HONG KONG)

GIFTS TO THE WORLD: THE IMPACT OF MARYLAND EYE DONORS 

1,508
Corneas 

Transplanted 
Across the  

United States 

While we use the term  
“eye donation,” there is no  
whole eye transplantation;  

most often only corneal  
tissue is recovered  

from donors.

Everyone is a universal donor  
for corneal tissue – the donor’s 

blood type does not have  
to match the blood type of  

the recipient. Age, eye color, 
and eyesight are not  

factors, either! 

Since 1961, more than  
1,800,000 men, women,  
and children world wide  
have had their eyesight  

restored through corneal  
transplantation.

459
Corneas 

Transplanted in  
Maryland2,414

Corneas 
Transplanted 

Across the  
Globe 
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When you register to become an organ, eye,  
and tissue donor, you are registering to  

give a piece of yourself to someone in need. 
Anatomically, we’re talking about a true piece 
of yourself – a kidney, a heart, a cornea, a heart 

valve, or a tendon, to name a few. But it’s so 
much more than that. When you say “yes”  
to organ and tissue donation, it’s not just an 

anatomical gift you’re giving – it’s a gift of life. 
For transplant recipients, whether they need  

a heart to save their life or corneas to help 
them see, this is a gift that will keep on giving 

throughout their remaining lifetime. 

But it doesn’t just stop there. While the recipient 
receives the anatomical gift, the family and 

friends of the donor also receive a gift – the gift 
of a legacy. For many families, knowing that 

their loved one went on to help others, whether 
as an organ, eye, tissue, or in-spirit donor, allows 

for a unique type of comfort in their grief. It 
allows their loved one’s generosity and kindness 
the power to outlive them and to create a legacy.

Donation is the gift that keeps giving. Whether 
you are a recipient, like Jaime Miller, or a donor 
mom, like Tracy Margarida, this still rings true. 

The experiences of these two women are two 
unique representations of this idea of the 

donation gift. 

     feature story

Jaime Miller named her son, Grayson, after her kidney and pancreas donor, Grace. 
(photo credit: Jessica Eastburn)

GIFT

GIVING

The 

That Keeps
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Jaime Miller
It has been nearly seven years since 
Jaime Miller’s kidney and pancreas 
transplant in April 2012, and during 
that time Jaime has honored her 
donor, Grace, in many ways. She has 
traveled, nearly finished her second 
master’s degree, and planned a wed-
ding. But in March 2018, she realized 
the true potential of her donor’s gift; 
without Grace’s selfless gift of organ 
donation, Jaime would not have had 
the opportunity to become a mom. 

While Jaime had toyed with the idea 
of naming a child after her donor for 
years, she didn’t want to jinx anything 
in case motherhood was not in the cards 
for her. When she did get pregnant and 
found out she was having a boy, she 
and her husband chose three potential 
names. However, the moment she laid 
eyes on her son, she knew immediately 
she wanted to honor her donor, Grace, 
with his name: Grayson. Her husband 
and family, knowing the background 
and meaning behind the name, agreed 
it was perfect for him. 

In the years since Jaime’s transplant 
she has connected with Grace’s family 
and has shared Grayson’s pictures. 
Though Grace’s family have not yet 
met her namesake, Jaime is hopeful 
that one day they can all meet, though 
there are still many difficult emotions 
for everyone. When asked what she 
would tell Grayson about his name, 
Jaime shared, “He will know that he’s 
named to honor someone who was 
beautiful and selfless, and without 

whom I wouldn’t have 
the privilege of being 

his mom.” Grace’s 

gift of organ donation not only gave 
way to a life for Jaime, but also made 
way for life for little Grayson.

Tracy Margarida
When asked about her son, TJ, the 
first thing Tracy says is, “He was a 
giver.” TJ Beatty, who became an 
organ donor after  
an overdose in 
May of 2018,  
was known for 
his generosity  
to others –  
constantly 
helping, even 
when he didn’t 
have much to 
give. “He would 
see a homeless 
person on the 
street and take 
them for a meal at the Broadway Diner 
on Eastern Ave.,” Tracy said. “He was 
always either giving what he could  
or helping someone in some way.” TJ, 
who was in recovery and clean for 
fourteen months before his overdose, 
was someone many of his peers turned 
to when they were having a hard time. 
“So many people reached out to us 
after he died and told us about how  
he had helped them – how even after 
his death, he was continuing to help 
them,” said Tracy. 

TJ registered as an organ donor when 
he first got his license. Tracy recalls,  
“I remember him saying, ‘why do I 
need them, Mom?’ He would have 
smiled ear to ear knowing that his gift 
of organs were helping people.” At the 
time of his death, Tracy thought that 
TJ’s organs, which saved the lives of 

five people, were his “final gift to the 
world.” But little did she know, TJ’s 
legacy of generosity was nowhere  
near over. 

After his death, many people who 
knew TJ felt inspired by his legacy of 
generosity and started doing acts of 
kindness in his memory. Whether it 
was helping strangers with their bags, 
helping to redo the floor of a struggling 
business, tipping extra on a bill, or just 
giving a smile or kind word to someone, 
people who knew TJ felt compelled  
to give like he did. In June, his cousin, 
Stephen, created a name and identity 
for these spontaneous acts of giving: 
“My Name is TJ Week.” He posted on 
social media asking people to do kind 
acts in the name of TJ. 

“This coming week, can everyone who 
is able to help out a person in need in 
some way? Walking into McDonalds 
for lunch? Buy a value meal for the 
lady with the sign at the corner. Drop  
a few bucks on the dude sitting on the 
sidewalk. Even a cold water bottle  
in this hot weather does more than 
you know. It’s the most TJ thing I can 
think of. The rule is that when you  
do this act of Teejness, tell them your 
name is TJ.”

While it’s impossible to know the full 
impact of “My Name is TJ Week,”  
one thing is for sure: TJ’s legacy of 
generosity doesn’t just live on in the 
five people he saved, but also in his 
family, friends, and strangers who 
have been inspired by his generosity. 
As his mom said, “TJ’s life was too  
big to be forgotten.”

Little Grayson is a constant reminder to Jaime  
of the gift given to her by her donor, Grace.

While Tracy (left) 
misses her son very 
much, she is incredibly 
grateful he was able to 
help others as a donor.

TJ Beatty was constantly giving to others,  
including treating homeless individuals to meals  
at Broadway Diner. 
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Share Your Story
If donation has affected you personally, 
sharing your story can raise awareness 
in a powerful way. As long as humans 
have been on this Earth, stories have 
provided inspiration, entertainment, 
and a model for how to live. Telling 
your story is a great way to put a face to 
the cause and is often what motivates 
others to go out and act. You can post 
your story to social media, share with 
friends and family, speak at events in 
your community, or even share on our 
website! Check out www.thellf.org/
storiesofhope for more information.

Liver recipient Doug Wetzel shares his story and 
inspires others at the 9th Annual Donate Life 
Family Fun Run.

Consider Living Donation
Did you know that 97% of those waiting 
for a transplant here in Maryland could 
be saved by a living donor? While the 
living donation process may seem 
intimidating, the reality is that in 
today’s medical world, becoming  
a living donor is very safe. The vast 
majority of living donors have little  
to no complications and lead normal, 
healthy lives after their donation. While 

still a significant medical procedure 
that should be considered carefully,  
it is a great opportunity to give the gift 
of life. If you know someone on the 
waiting list, or if you just want to put a 
little more good into the world, consider 
becoming a living donor. Reach out to 
the transplant centers at University  
of Maryland Medical Center (410-328-
8667) and Johns Hopkins Hospital 
(410-955-5000) for more information.

Workplace Partners
The Workplace Partners program 
provides opportunities for your 
business or organization to show  
their support for the community and 
demonstrate its commitment to the 
health and well-being of employees, 
members, and customers. Here are just 
a few ways our Workplace Partners 
can show their support for our cause:

 Invite The LLF to set up a table at your 
health fair and/or wellness events.

 Schedule a speaker from The LLF  
to present at a staff meeting or other 
employee/member gathering.

 Start a company team at our annual 
Donate Life Family Fun Run.

 Participate in Donate Life Month 
campaigns in April, such as National 
Blue and Green Day and #In1Word.

Email educators@thellf.org if you are 
interested!

Volunteer
The LLF could not achieve its mission 
without our devoted team of Donate 
Life Ambassadors. These people donate 

their time and efforts by assisting at 
events, working information tables, 
helping with administrative tasks in 
our office, sharing their story through 
speaking opportunities, and much 
more. We even offer great incentives 
such as Donate Life merchandise, movie 
tickets, shout-outs in publications 
(like this!), and recognition at our 
biennial Community Recognition 
Event to volunteers who go above and 
beyond. E-mail volunteer@thellf.org 
for more information!

A graphic recording of our “Why Volunteer?” plenary 
session, given at the 2018 Volunteer Collaborative; 
Artist: Terry LaBan 

Host an Awareness Event 
at Your School
Community gatherings such as health 
fairs, school assemblies, or holiday 
celebrations provide great opportuni-
ties to spread awareness. The LLF can 
attend and host information tables, 
give presentations about donation, 
share stories of those touched by 
donation, and much more. We will 
work with you to figure out how we 
can best contribute to your event while 
educating and inspiring. Interested? 
E-mail communications@thellf.org.

how can you give?
So odds are, if you’re reading this, you probably think donation and transplantation is pretty cool, right? Chances are you are 

already registered as an organ, eye, and tissue donor. That is awesome! That’s the first step in bringing hope to the almost 
115,000-person-long transplant waiting list. However, there is always more we can and need to do. As a dedicated supporter 

who understands our mission, we are calling on YOU to take at least one more action to help us save and heal lives.  
We need your help to bring donation education to your community. How, you ask? Just look at some of the ideas below! 
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1. What is your connection to organ 
donation and transplantation?
In my late twenties, I noticed my 
vision was deteriorating rapidly. I was 
diagnosed with a corneal abnormality 
called keratoconus, and after several 
failed treatments, the final option was 
a cornea transplant, which I received 
in 1994. I also unfortunately became 
connected to the other side of donation 
in 2007, when my nephew, Jordan 
Taylor Brown, was murdered sense-
lessly and we discovered that he had 
registered as an organ donor. Through 
that generous decision, he was able to 
save the lives of seven people.

2. What was it like when you found  
out you needed a cornea transplant?
When I found out I needed a cornea 
transplant, I was scared. But now, I am 
blessed to be able to see, and for that,  
I thank my donor and their family.

3. How has your experience as a tissue 
recipient and donor family impacted 
your life?
My vision has become better as the 
result of my donor. Although I may have 
challenges with my vision, it definitely 
has improved after my transplant and 
it continues to improve daily. After 
Jordan’s decision to become a donor, I 
became an ambassador and got involved 
with The Living Legacy Foundation.  
I have met several important people  
to my life during this journey. 

4. What is the Jordan Taylor Brown 
Foundation (JTBF)? 
After the death of Jordan, our family 
decided to create a foundation to honor 
Jordan’s legacy and to promote organ, 
eye, and tissue donation, especially  
in the African-American community. 

As a cornea recipient and donor aunt, 
it is important to me to educate people 
about the potential impact of donation. 

5. What can you tell our readers about 
the partnership between The LLF  
and JTBF?
The LLF and JTBF have been able to 
partner through several community 
events like basketball tournaments, 
back-to-school days, and career days to 
educate young people about donation. 
When individuals are able to hear  
the stories (like Jordan’s) and see  
the impact of organ, eye, and tissue 
donation first-hand they are more 
likely to become donors.

6. How has being a Donate Life  
Ambassador for The LLF helped  
you heal?
As a Donate Life Ambassador, I’ve met 
other recipients and donor families 
and it has helped me realize that we 
are not in this alone. The camaraderie 
among donor families and recipients 
is unbelievable; it is an unspoken bond.

7. What is your favorite thing about 
advocating for organ, eye, and  
tissue donation?
It’s impossible to name ONE favorite 
thing – but at the top, I love hearing 

other recipient’s stories and I also  
love sharing my own story and  
Jordan’s legacy.  

8. Why do you think being involved  
in the community is so important?
By being involved in my community,  
I have been able to spread the word 
about donation, but more importantly, 
I have been able to keep Jordan’s 
legacy, and my donor’s legacy, alive.  
It means so much to me to be able to 
share how he saved lives and how my 
donor changed my life. By sharing  
that I had a cornea transplant and  
my nephew was a donor, it opens up  
a conversation about the importance 
of this cause; something many people 
don’t often talk about.

9. You recently joined another  
community organization – can you 
tell us about that?
I am a new member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc. We are an organi-
zation of college-educated women 
committed to the constructive  
development of its members and  
to public service with a primary  
focus on the Black community. 

10. You are also a member of  
Team Maryland – what is that 
experience like?
Being a member of Team Maryland 
has been very rewarding. I get to see 
recipients (like myself ) compete in 
athletic competitions and receive 
medals in events that they never would 
have otherwise had the opportunity.  
I have met recipients and donor  
family members from all over the 
world. Attending the Transplant 
Games of America is just wonderfully 
eye-opening! 

questions

WITH SONIA TAYLOR

This issue’s Ten Questions go to Sonia Taylor, a donor family member, cornea recipient,  
Donate Life Ambassador, and all-around advocate for donation and transplantation.
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